Summer Enrichment Vocabulary 
Definitions courtesy of Ultimate Vocabulary

Unit 1
Acquaintance – a relationship less intimate than friendship

Agnostic – a person who claims that they cannot have true knowledge about the 
existence of God (but does not deny that God might exist.)

Amateur – lacking professional skill or expertise 

Atheist –someone who denies the existence of God

Bachelor – A man who has never been married

Casualty – someone injured or killed or captured or missing in a military engagement

Champion – someone who is dazzlingly skilled in any field

Immigrant – a person who comes to a country where they were not born in order to 
settle there

Inhabitant – a person who inhabits a particular place

Native – characteristic of or relating to people inhabiting a region from the beginning

Newscaster – someone who broadcast the news

Phantom – a ghostly appearing figure

Philanthropist – someone who makes charitable donations intended to increase 
human well- being

Quartet – four performers or singers who perform together 

Resident – someone who lives at a particular place for a prolonged period or who was 
born there

Sponsor – someone who supports or champions something

Treasurer – an officer charged with receiving and disbursing funds

Usher – take (someone) to their seats, as in theaters or auditoriums

Villain – a wicked or evil person

Unit 2

Basin – a natural depression in the surface of the land often with a lake at the bottom of 
it
Border –a line that indicates a boundary

Cartographer – a person who makes maps

Condolence – an expression of sympathy with another’s grief

Descendant – a person considered as descended from some ancestor or race

Dormitory – a college or university building containing living quarters for students

Equator – a circle dividing a sphere or other surface into two usually equal and 
symmetrical parts

Galaxy – (astronomy) a collection of star systems

Monument – a structure erected to commemorate a persons or events

Navigator – the ship’s officer in charge of navigation

Offspring – the immediate descendants of a person

Prairie – a treeless grassy plain

Reservoir – lake used to store water for community use

Residence – any address at which you dwell more than temporarily

Rural- of or relating to the countryside as opposed to the city

Sanctuary – a consecrated place where sacred objects are kept

Tutor – a person who gives private instruction (as in singing, acting, etc.)

Urban – relating to or concerned with a city or densely populated area

Vagrant - a wanderer who has no established residence or visible means of support

Verandah – a porch along the outside of a building (sometimes partly enclosed)

Unit 3

Amble - walk leisurely

Anachronism – something located at a time when it could not have existed or occurred

Annually – by the year

Antique – made in or typical of earlier times and valued for its age

Archive - a depository containing historical records and documents

Century – a period of 100 years

Decade - a period of 10 years

Endurance – the power to withstand hardship or stress

Hasten – act or move at high speed

Modern – relating to a recently developed fashion or style 

Monotonous – tediously repetitious or lacking in variety 

Obituary – a Notice of someone’s death

Obsolete – no longer in use

Precautionary – taken in advance to protect against possible danger or failure

Precede – come before 

Preliminary – something that serves as a preceding event or introduces what follows

Promptly – with little or no delay

Punctual – acting or arriving or performed exactly at the time appointed

Relic – an antiquity that has survived from the distant past 

Sluggish – moving slowly

Temporary – not permanent 

Urgent – compelling immediate action

Unit 4

Abbreviate – reduce in scope while retaining essential elements

Apostrophe – the mark (‘) used to indicate the omission of one or more letters from a 
printed word
Asterisk – a star-shaped character * used in printing

Clause – (grammar) an expression including a subject and predicate but constituting a 
complete sentence
Colloquy – formal conversation 

Curriculum – an integrated course of academic studies

Debate – a discussion in which reasons are advanced for and against some proposition 
or proposal

Gesture – motion of hands or body to emphasize or help to express a thought or feeling

Homonym – two words are homonyms if they are pronounced or spelled the same way 
but have different meanings

Ignorance – the lack of knowledge or education

Illegible – (of handwriting, print, etc.) not legible

Illiterate – a person unable to read

Persuade- cause somebody to adopt a certain position, belief, or course of action

Plagiarism – a piece of writing that has been copied from someone else and is 
presented as being your own work 

Pronunciation – the way a word or a language is customarily spoken

Recite – repeat aloud from memory

Soliloquy – speech you make yourself

Syllable – a unit of spoken language larger than a phoneme 

Symbol – something visible that by association or convention represents something 
else that is invisible

Unit 5

Artery –a blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to the body
Carcass – the dead body of an animal especially one slaughtered and dressed for food

Circumference –the size of something as given by the distance around it

Dehydration – dryness resulting from the removal of water

Diameter – the length of a straight line passing through the center of a circle and 
connecting two points on the circumference

Fossil – the remains (or an impression) of a plant or animal that existed in a past 
geological age that has been excavated from the soil

Gravity – a manner that is serious and solemn

Humid – containing or characterized by a great deal of water vapor

Hybrid – a composite mixed origin
Inedible – not suitable for food
Inflammable – easily ignited

Mammal – any warm-blooded vertebrate having the skin more or less covered with hair

Nocturnal - belonging to or active during the night

Obligation – the state of being obligated to do or pay something

Pharmacy – the art and science of preparing and dispensing drugs and medicines

Porous – allowing passage in and out

Radius – the length of a line segment between center and circumference of a circle or 
sphere

Vein – a blood vessel that carries blood from the capillaries toward the heart

Unit 6

Abuse – treat badly

Agitate - try to stir up public opinion 

Agony – intense feelings of suffering 

Anguish - suffer great pains or distress

Animosity – a feeling of ill will arousing active hostility

Belittle – cause to seem less serious

Bias - a partiality that prevents objective consideration of an issue or situation

Boycott- a group’s refusal to have commercial dealings with some organization in 
protest against its policies

Cower- show submission or fear
Degrade – reduce in worth or character, usually verbally

Exaggerate – to enlarge beyond bounds or the truth

Impartial –showing lack of favoritism

Injustice – an unjust act

Jeopardize – put at risk

Outrageous – greatly exceeding bounds of reason or moderation

Precaution – a precautionary measure warding off impending danger or damage or 
injury 

Prejudice – a partiality that prevents objective consideration of an issue or situation

Prohibit – command against 

Prudent – careful and sensible

Repress- put down by force or intimidation

Sensible – showing reason or sound judgment
Unit 7 

Affection – a positive feeling of liking

Apathy – an absence or emotion or enthusiasm

Bashful – self-consciously timid

Buoyant – characterized by liveliness and lightheartedness

Candid – characterized by directness in manner or speech

Cordial – diffusing warmth and friendliness
Curious – eager to investigate and learn or learn more (sometimes about others’ 
concerns)

Determined – strongly motivated to succeed

Eager – having or showing keen interest or intense desire or impatient expectancy 

Egotistical – characteristic of those having an inflated idea or their own importance

Elaborate – marked by complexity and richness of detail

Frivolous – not serious in content or attitude or behavior

Gallant – having or displaying great dignity or nobility 

Grotesque – distorted and unnatural in shape or size

Humility - a disposition to be humble

Indifferent – marked by a lack of interest

Ironic – humorously sarcastic or mocking

Sacrifice – endure the loss of

Sincere – open and genuine

Teeming – abundantly filled with especially living things

Warranty – a written assurance that some product or service will be provided or will 
meet certain specifications 

Unit 8
Achievement - the action of accomplishing something

Aggravate – make worse

Anonymous – having no known name or identity or known source 

Catastrophe – an event resulting in great loss and misfortune 

Collaborate – work together on a common enterprise of project 

Commotion – the act of making a noisy disturbance

Debase - corrupt morally or by intemperance or sensuality

Delinquent – failing in what duty requires

Desperate – arising from or marked by despair or loss of hope

Dismiss – bar from attention or consideration

Domestic – of or involving the home or family

Embarrassment – the shame you feel when your inadequacy or guilt is made public

Factual – Existing in act or fact

Futile – producing no result or effect

Hazard – a source of danger

Inform – impart knowledge of some fact, state or affairs, or event to 

Omit – leave undone or leave out 

Peculiar – markedly different from the usual

Stench - a distinctive odor that is offensively unpleasant

Substantial - fairly large

Virtual – existing in essence or effect through no in actual fact

Voluntary – of your own free will or design

Unit 9

Abundant – present in great quantity 

Accumulate – collect or gather

Affluent – having an abundant supply of money or possessions of value

Amass – collect or gather

Ample – more than enough in size or scope or capacity

Deficient – inadequate in amount or degree

Dejected – affected or marked by low spirits

Elite – a group or class of persons enjoying superior intellectual or social or economic 
status

Excessive – beyond normal limits

Fortunate – having unexpected good fortune

Fortune – a large amount of wealth or prosperity 

Inadequate – lacking the requisite qualities or resources to meet a task

Lure – anything that serves as an enticement

Materialism – a desire for wealth and material possessions with little interest in ethical 
or spiritual matters

Misfortune – an unfortunate state resulting from unfavorable outcomes 

Modest – humble in spirit or manner

Monopolize – have and control fully and exclusively 

Posh – elegant and fashionable

Privilege – a special advantage or immunity or benefit not enjoyed by all

Sufficient – of a quantity that can fulfill a need or a requirement but without being 
abundant

Thrifty – careful and diligent in the use of resources 

Unit 10

Accuse – blame for, make a claim of wrongdoing or misbehavior against

Affirm - establish or strengthen as with new evidence or facts

Altitude – elevation especially above sea level or above the earth’s surface
Amnesty – a period during which offenders are exempt from punishment

Concise – expressing much in few words

Correspondence – communication by the exchange of letter

Domestic – of or involving the home or family

Exempt – (of persons) freed from or not subject to an obligation or liability (as e.g. 
taxes) to which others or other things are subject 

Imitate – reproduce someone’s behavior or looks

Indefinite – vague or not clearly defined or stated 

Irk- irritate or vex

Obliged – under a moral obligation to do something

Perspire – excrete perspiration through the pores in the skin

Require – make someone do something 

Seize – take or capture by force

Solution – a method for solving a problem

Splinter – a small thin sharp bit or wood or glass or metal

Superior – of or characteristic of high rank or importance
Tragedy – an event resulting in great loss and misfortune 

Truant – absent without permission 

Vague - not clearly understood or expressed 
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