LORD OF THE FLIES

Definitions courtesy of Ultimate Vocabulary

Articulate – expressing yourself easily or characterized by clear expressive language

Barb – an aggressive remark directed at a person like a missile and intended to have a telling effect

Befoul – spot, stain, or pollute

Bewilder – cause to be confused emotionally

Blunder – an embarrassing mistake

Bristle – react in an offended or angry manner

Caper – a ludicrous or grotesque act done for fun and amusement

Clamber – climb awkwardly, as if by scrambling

Clamor – a loud harsh or strident noise

Corrupt – lacking in integrity

Corruption – lack of integrity or honesty (especially susceptible to bribery)

Covert – secret or hidden

Cower – show submission or fear

Crimson – of a color at the end of the color spectrum (next to orange)

Croon – sing softly

Decorous – characterized by propriety and dignity and good taste in manners and conduct

Decorum – propriety in manners and conduct

Devastate – cause extensive destruction or ruin utterly

Devour – eat immoderately

Dun – persistently ask for overdue payment

Elaborate – marked by complexity and richness of detail

Flaunt – the act of displaying something ostentatiously

Formulate – come up with (an idea, plan, explanation, theory, or principle) after a mental effort

Furtive – secret and sly or sordid

Gesticulate – show, express or direct through movement 

Gesture – motion of hands or body to emphasize or help to express a thought or feeling

Gibber – unintelligible talking

Glimmer – a flash of light (especially reflected light)

Gnaw – bite or chew on with the teeth

Grating – a barrier that has parallel or crossed bars blocking a passage but admitting air

Gyration – the act of rotating in a circle or spiral 

Heave – throw with great effort

Heed – pay close attention to

Implication – a meaning that is not expressly stated but can be inferred

Imply – express or state indirectly

Improvisation – a creation spoken or written or composed extemporaneously (without prior preparation)

Improvise – perform without preparation

Inarticulate – without or deprived of the use of speech or words

Incantation – a ritual recitation of words or sounds believed to have a magical effect

Incredulous – not disposed or willing to believe

Indignant – angered at something unjust or wrong

Indignation – a feeling of righteous anger 

Indigo – a blue dye obtained from plants or made synthetically 

Infinite – having no limits or boundaries in time or space or extent or magnitude

Infuriating – extremely annoying or displeasing

Inscrutable – of an obscure nature
Interpose – to insert between other elements

Iridescent – varying in color when seen in different lights or from different angles

Irrelevance – the lack of a relation of something to the matter at hand

Jabber – talk in a noisy, excited, or declamatory manner

Jeer – laugh at with contempt and derision

Jumble – a confused multitude of things 

Lagoon – a body of water cut off from a larger body by a reef of sand or coral

Malevolent – having or exerting a malignant influence

Mimic – imitate (a person or manner), especially for satirical effect

Mimicry – the act of mimicking 

Mirage – something illusory and unattainable

Multitudinous – too numerous to be counted

Myopia – (ophthalmology) eyesight abnormality resulting from the eye’s faulty refractive ability

Obscure – not drawing attention

Officious – intrusive in a meddling or offensive manner

Opalescence – the visual property of something having a milky brightness and a play of colors from the surface

Opaque – not clearly understood or expressed

Pallor – unnatural lack of color in the skin (as from bruising or sickness or emotional distress)

Phosphorescence – a fluorescence that persists after the bombarding radiation has ceased

Preposterous – incongruous

Quiver – shake with fast, tremulous movements

Relentless – not to be placated or appeased or moved by entreaty

Sagacious – acutely insightful and wise

Sagely – in a wise manner

Scorn – lack of respect accompanied by a feeling of intense dislike 

Scornfully – without respect

Scowl – frown with displeasure

Shrill – being sharply insistent on being heard

Shudder – shake, as from cold

Skewer – a long pin for holding meat in position while it is being roasted 

Smother – envelop completely

Snivel – the act of breathing heavily through the nose (as when the nose is congested)

Speculate – talk over conjecturally, or review in an idle or casual way and with an element of doubt or without sufficient reason to reach a conclusion

Speculation – a message expressing an opinion based on incomplete evidence

Spout – an opening that allows the passage of liquids or grain

Squat – sit on one’s heels

Squawk – utter a harsh abrupt scream

Stagger – walk as if unable to control one’s movements

Steadfast – walk as if unable to control one’s movements

Stifle – smoother or suppress

Strident – being sharply insistent on being heard

Thicket – a dense growth of bushes

Tremulous – (of the voice) quivering as from weakness or fear

Trickle – run or flow slowly, as in drops or in an unsteady steam

Twitch – make an uncontrolled, short, jerky motion

Uncompromising – not making concessions

Unrelenting – never-ceasing

Uproarious – marked by or causing boisterous merriment or convulsive laughter

Vainly – to no avail

Vex – cause annoyance in

Visualize – imagine

Warp – bend out of shape, as under pressure or from heat

Whimper – cry weakly or softly 

Wrench – twist or pull violently or suddenly, especially so as to remove (something) from that to which it is attached or from where it originates
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