HUCK FINN 

Definitions courtesy of Ultimate Vocabulary

Abolish – do away with 

Abolitionist – a reformer who favors abolishing slavery

Absurd – inconsistent with reason or logic or common sense

Absurdity – a ludicrous folly

Affix – attach to

Afoot – currently n progress

Bashful – self-consciously timid

Bewitch – cast a spell over someone or something

Blithe – lacking or showing a lack of due concern

Blubber – excess bodily weight 

Bluff – a high steep bank (usually formed by river erosion)

Brash – offensively bold

Brazen – unrestrained by convention or propriety

Brutal – (of persons or their actions) able or disposed to inflict pain or suffering

Brutality – the trait of extreme cruelty

Budge – move very slightly

Calamity – an event resulting in great loss and misfortune

Calico – coarse cloth with a bright print

Chaw – a wad of something chewable as tobacco 

Civilize – teach or refine to be discriminative in taste or judgment 

Clapboard – a long thin board with one edge thicker than the other

Clatter – make a rattling sound

Commence – take the first step or steps in carrying out an action

Commerce – transactions (sales and purchases) having the objective of supplying commodities (goods and services)

Cofound – be confusing or perplexing

Contrite – feeling or expressing pain or sorrow for sins or offenses

Deed – something that people do or cause to happen

Derrick – a framework erected over an oil well to allow drill tubes to be raised and lowered

Dialect – the usage or vocabulary that is characteristic of a specific group of people

Dissipation – useless or profitless activity

Divination – the art or gift of prophecy (or pretense of prophesy) by supernatural means

Divine – emanating from God

Dodge – make a sudden movement in a new direction so as to avoid 

Evade – avoid or try to avoid fulfilling, answering, or performing (duties, questions, or issues)

Evasion – a statement that is not literally false but that cleverly avoids an unpleasant truth

Fetch – go or come after and bring or take back

Fidgety – nervous and unable to relax

Freedom – the condition of being free

Frivolity – something of little value or significance

Frivolous – not serious in content or attitude

Frock – a habit worn by clerics

Fuss – an excited state of agitation

Gaudy – tastelessly showy

Gnaw – bite or chew on with the teeth

Google – look with amazement

Grieve – feel grief

Hack – a politician who belongs to a small clique that controls a political party for private rather than public ends

Haughty – having or showing arrogant superiority to and disdain of those one views as unworthy

Histrionic – characteristic of acting or a stage performance

Hover – hang over, as of something threatening, dark, or menacing

Hue – the quality of a color as determined by its dominant wavelength 

Humane – marked or motivated by concern with the alleviation of suffering

Humanity – all of the living human inhabitants of the earth

Imaginative – (used of persons or artifacts) marked by independence and creativity in thought or action

Imposter – a person who makes deceitful pretenses

Infernal – characteristic of or resembling Hell

Ingenious – showing inventiveness and skill

Ingenuity – the power of creative imagination

Ingot – metal that is cast in the shape of a block for convenient handling

Jest – act in a funny or teasing way

Languid – lacking spirit or liveliness

Literal – limited to the explicit meaning of a word or text

Lynch – kill without legal sanction

Meddle – intrude in other people’s affairs or business

Muse – reflect deeply on a subject

Numskull – a stupid person

Orgy – any act of immoderate indulgence

Ornery – having a difficult and contrary disposition

Pious – having or showing or expressing reverence for a deity

Ponderous – labored and dull

Prejudice – a partiality that prevents objective consideration of an issue or situation

Primer – an introductory textbook

Providence – the guardianship and control exercised by a deity

Ransom – money demanded for the return of a captured person

Rapscallion – a deceitful and unreliable scoundrel

Raspy – unpleasantly harsh or granting in sound

Rebirth – the revival of learning and culture

Resolute – firm in purpose or disbelief

Screech – sharp piercing cry

Shanty – small crude shelter used as a dwelling 

Shrewd – marked by practical hardhead intelligence

Shrewdness – intelligence manifested by being astute (as in business dealings)

Skiff – any various small boats propelled by oars or by sails or by a motor

Slavery – the practice of owning slaves

Slouch – assume a drooping posture or carriage 

Solemn – dignified and somber in manner or character and committed to keeping promises

Speculate – talk over conjecturally, or review in an idle or causal way and with an element of doubt or without reason to reach conclusion

Stanchion – any vertical post or rod used as a support

Stateroom – a guest cabin

Stern – of a stern or strict bearing or demeanor

Sublime – inspiring awe

Superstition – an irrational belief arising from ignorance or fear

Temperance – the trait of avoiding excesses

Temperate – (of weather or climate) free from extremes

Thicket – a dense growth of bushes

Trample – tread or stomp heavily or roughly

Trifling – not worth considering

Vernacular – the everyday speech of the people (as distinguishable from literary language)

Whetstone – a flat stone for sharpening edged tools or knives

Wigwam – a Native American lodge frequently having an oval shape and covered with bark or hides
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