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accessible – capable of being reached

acme – the highest level or degree attainable

aggregate – formed of separate units gathered into a mass or whole

appease – cause to be more favorably inclined

assurance – a statement intended to inspire confidence

audacity – aggressive boldness or unmitigated effrontery

bizarre – conspicuously or grossly unconventional or unusual

cache – a hidden storage space (for money or provisions or weapons)

conscience – motivation deriving logically from ethical or moral

                        principles that govern a person’s thoughts and actions

corporal – affecting or characteristic of the body as opposed to the mind

                   or spirit

edict – a formal or authoritative proclamation

expedient – a means to an end

farce – a comedy characterized by broad satire and improbable situations

grovel – show submission or fear

incubator – apparatus consisting of a box designed to maintain a

                     constant temperature by the use of a thermostat

itinerary – an established line of travel or access

precisely – indicating exactness or preciseness

predominant – having superior power and influence

revenge – action taken in return for an injury or offense

summon – call in an official matter, such as to attend court
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accelerate – move faster

accompany – be present or associated with an event or entity

circumstance – a condition that accompanies or influences some event or activity

closure – approaching a particular destination

compatible – able to exist and perform in harmonious or agreeable combination

compliance – acting according to certain accepted standards

debut – the act of beginning something new

discernible – perceptible by the senses or intellect

exile – expel from a country

incentive – a positive motivational influence

indispensable – absolutely necessary

innovation – a creation (a new device or process) resulting from study and

                       experimentation

judgment – the capacity to assess situations or circumstances shrewdly 

                    and to draw sound conclusions

latitude – freedom from normal restraints in conduct

occurrence – an event that happens

primitive – belonging to an early stage of technical development

purge – oust politically

reign – have sovereign power

respectively – in the order given

tangible – perceptible by the senses especially the sense of touch
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autonomy – personal independence

buoyancy – cheerfulness that bubbles to the surface

coalition – an organization of people (or countries) involved in a pact or treaty

contiguous – very close or connected in space or time

countenance – the appearance conveyed by a person’s face

elliptical – rounded like an egg

excerpt – a passage selected from a larger work

fastidious – giving careful attention to detail

flourish – grow vigorously

hypocrisy – insincerity by virtue of pretending to have qualities or

                     beliefs that you do not really have

inhibition – (psychology) the conscious exclusion of unacceptable

                    thoughts or desires

legacy – (law) a gift of personal property by will

medieval – relating to or belonging to the Middle Ages

prevalent – most frequent or common

remembrance – the ability to recall past occurrences

sensibility – mental responsiveness and awareness

simile – a figure of speech that expresses a resemblance between

              things of different kinds (usually formed with ‘like’ or ‘as’)

solemn – dignified and somber in manner or character and committed to 

                 keeping promises

transcend – be greater in scope or size than some standard

wretched – of very poor quality or condition
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abashed -  feeling or caused to feel uneasy and self-conscious

aberration – a state or condition markedly different from the norm

adroit – quick or skillful or adept in action or thought

apex – the highest point (of something)

ascertain – establish after a calculation, investigation, experiment, survey, or study

capricious – determined by chance or impulse or whim rather than by

                      necessity or reason

charisma – a personal attractiveness or interestingness that enables

                    you to influence others

consonant – involving or characterized by harmony

deluge – an overwhelming number or amount

diffidence – lack of self-confidence

docile – easily handled or managed

emaciated – very thin especially from disease or hunger or cold

horrific – grossly offensive to decency or morality

intermittent – stopping and starting at irregular intervals

larynx – a cartilaginous structure at the top of the trachea

malefactor – someone who has committed a crime or has been legally

                       convicted of a crime

nauseous – causing or able to cause nausea

saunter – a careless leisurely gait

simulate – reproduce someone’s behavior or looks

wring – twist and press out of shape
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abate – make less active or intense

affable – diffusing warmth and friendliness

affidavit – written declaration made under oath

aptitude – inherent ability

ascend – move to a better position in life or to a better job

bourgeois – a member of the middle class

concession – the act of conceding or yielding

conducive – tending to bring about

debase – corrupt morally or by intemperance or sensuality 

expediency – the quality of being suited to the end in view

exuberant – joyously unrestrained

horrific – grossly offensive to decency or morality

impartial – showing lack of favoritism

inertia – (physics) the tendency of a body to maintain its state of rest or

               uniform motion unless acted upon by an external force

jargon – a characteristic language of a particular group (as among thieves)

militant – disposed to warfare or hard-line policies

monologue – a (usually long) dramatic speech by a single actor

obligatory – morally or legally constraining or binding

reminiscent – serving to bring to mind

taunt – harass with persistent criticism or carping
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abduction – the criminal act of capturing and carrying away by force a family member

abide – dwell

accede – yield to another’s wish or opinion

adulterated – mixed with impurities

covet – wish, long, or crave for (something, especially the property of another person)

denote – have as a meaning

despoil – destroy and strip of its possession

epic – very imposing or impressive

 equilibrium – a stable situation in which forces cancel one another

exceedingly – to an extreme degree

exude – make apparent by one’s mood or behavior

incandescent – emitting light as a result of being heated

invariably – without variation or change, in every case

lapse – a mistake resulting from inattention

parody – humorous or satirical mimicry

plethora – extreme excess

potpourri – a collection containing a variety of sorts of things

prelude – something that serves as a preceding event or introduces

                 what follows

recourse – act of turning to for assistance

requiem – a song or hymn of mourning composed or performed as a

                  memorial to a dead person
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abrasive – a substance that abrades or wears down

accretion – an increase by natural growth or addition

apostate – a disloyal person who betrays or deserts his cause or

                   religion or political party or friend, etc.

apparition – a ghostly appearing figure

beatify – fill with sublime emotion

constituent – an artifact that is one of the individual parts of which a 

                       composite entity is made up

dank – unpleasantly cool and humid

expostulate – reason with (somebody) for the purpose of dissuasion

flamboyant – elaborately or excessively ornamented

ignoble – completely lacking nobility in character or quality or purpose

indubitable – too obvious to be doubted

milieu – the environmental condition

omniscient – infinitely wise

plausible – apparently reasonable and valid, and truthful

potable – suitable for drinking

traduce – speak unfavorably about

undulate – move in a wavy pattern or with a rising and falling motion

winsome – charming in a childlike or naïve way

wistful – showing pensive sadness

wrest – obtain by seizing forcibly or violently, also metaphorically
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abase – cause to feel shame

argot – a characteristic language of a particular group (as among thieves)

baleful – threatening or foreshadowing evil or tragic developments

baneful – deadly or sinister

censure – harsh criticism or disapproval

cipher – a message written in a secret code

clarion – loud and clear

fractious – stubbornly resistant to authority or control

gambit – a maneuver in a game or conversation

luxuriant – displaying luxury and furnishing gratification to the senses

mendacious – given to lying

multifarious – having many aspects

odious – unequivocally detestable

predator – someone who attacks in search of booty

quiescence – a state of quiet (but possibly temporary) inaction

revile – spread negative information about

salacious – characterized by lust

sluggard – an idle slothful person

soporific – sleep inducing

tortuous – highly complex or intricate and occasionally devious
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aegis – kindly endorsement and guidance

apocryphal – being of questionable authenticity

approbation – official recognition or approval

cabal – a clique (often secret) that seeks power usually through intrigue

calumny – an abusive attack on a person’s character or good name

cornice – a molding at the corner between the ceiling and the top of a 

                 wall

flounder – behave awkwardly

imbroglio – an intricate and confusing interpersonal or political situation

impecunious – not having enough money to pay for necessities

ken – range of what one can know or understand

maelstrom – a powerful circular current of water (usually the result of 

                      conflicting tides)

moribund – not growing or changing

nascent – being born or beginning

noisome – causing or able to cause nausea

obtrude – thrust oneself in as if by force

panoply – a complete and impressive array

redundant – repetition of same sense in different words

salubrious – promoting health

transcendent – exceeding or surpassing usual limits especially in excellence

travail – work hard
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antecedent – a preceding occurrence or cause or event

archetype – something that serves as a model or a basis for making copies

asset – a useful or valuable quality

auspicious – auguring favorable circumstances and good luck

befoul – spot, stain, or pollute

clement – (of weather or climate) physically mild

convene – meet formally

cornucopia – the property of being extremely abundant

corpulence – the property of excessive fatness

cosmic – of or from or pertaining to or characteristic of the cosmos or universe

discursive – (of e.g. speech and writing) tending to depart from the main

                      point or cover a wide range of subjects

enfeeble – make weak

entreat – ask for or request earnestly

epigram – a witty saying

esoteric – confined to and understandable by only an enlightened inner circle

halcyon – idyllically calm and peaceful

malignant – dangerous to health

renegade – a disloyal person who betrays or deserts his cause or 

                    religion or political party or friend, etc.

shoal – a sandbank in a stretch of water that is visible at low tide

torpid – slow and apathetic

Ultimate Vocabulary – UNIT 11   Grade 9

deteriorate – become worse or disintegrate

foible – a behavioral attribute that is distinctive and peculiar to an individual

foist - to force onto another

harrowing -  extremely painful

histrionic – characteristic of acting or a stage performance

juggernaut – a massive inexorable force that seems to crush everything in its way

liquefy – become liquid

macabre – shockingly repellent

obelisk – a stone pillar having a rectangular cross section tapering 

                 towards a pyramidal top

pedagogue – someone who educates young people

probity – complete and confirmed integrity

proscribe – command against

rend – tear or be torn violently

salutary – tending to promote physical well-being

savory – pleasing to the sense of taste

squalid – foul and run-down and repulsive

stolid – having or revealing little emotion or sensibility

stratagem – an elaborate or deceitful scheme contrived to deceive or evade

theocracy – a political unit governed by a deity (or by officials thought to 

                     be divinely guided)

veracity – unwillingness to tell lies
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advent – arrival that has been awaited (especially of something momentous)

artifice – a deceptive maneuver (especially to avoid capture)

ascendancy – the state that exists when one person or group has

                         power over another

caprice – a sudden desire

cavort – play boisterously

discomfit – cause to lose one’s composure

eschew – avoid and stay away from deliberately

extrapolate – draw from specific cases for more general cases

imbue – spread or diffuse through

lambaste – censure severely or angrily

largess – a gift or money given (as for service or out of benevolence)

notoriety – the state of being known for some unfavorable act or quality

pedantic – marked by a narrow focus on or display of learning

                   especially its trivial aspects

pervade – spread or diffuse through

postulate – maintain or assert

restive – being in a tense state

revel – take delight in

ungainly – lacking grace in movement or posture

verve – an energetic style

vis-à-vis – face-to-face with
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asperity – harshness of manner

bellicose – having or showing a ready disposition to fight

bemuse – cause to be confused emotionally

bereft – sorrowful through loss or deprivation

captious – tending to find and call attention to faults

comeliness – the quality of being good looking and attractive

desiccate – preserve by removing all water and liquids from

ebullient – joyously unrestrained

electorate – the body of enfranchised citizens

emollient – having a softening or soothing effect especially to the skin

epicure – a person devoted to refined sensuous enjoyment (especially

                 good food and drink)

ab
etymology – the study of the sources and development of words

fabricate – make up something artificial or untrue

immaculate – completely neat and clean

inchoate – only partly in existence

incipient – only partly in existence

inveterate – in a habitual and longstanding manner

invincible – incapable of being overcome or subdued

refractory – stubbornly resistant to authority or control

ultimatum – a final peremptory demand
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abstruse – difficult to penetrate

accretion – an increase by natural growth or addition

burnish – polish and make shiny

caustic – any chemical substance that burns or destroys living tissue

cavil – raise trivial objections

discord – lack of agreement or harmony

effete – marked by excessive self-indulgence and moral decay

effrontery – audacious (even arrogant) behavior that you have no right to

emolument – compensation received by virtue of holding an office or

                       having employment (usually in the form of wages or fees)

epithet – a defamatory or abusive word or phrase

euphony – any agreeable (pleasing and harmonious) sounds

feckless – generally incompetent and ineffectual

harbinger – something that precedes and indicates the approach of 

                    something or someone

misanthrope – someone who dislikes people in general

polemic – a controversy (especially over a belief or dogma)

portent – a sign of something about to happen

prescience – the power to foresee the future

prescient – perceiving the significance of events before they occur

supercilious – having or showing arrogant superiority to and disdain of

                          those one views as unworthy

torrid – characterized by intense emotion
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celestial – of or relating to the sky

contumely – a rude expression intended to offend or hurt

copious – large in number or quantity (especially of discourse)

epoch – a period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a 

              fixed point or event

ethereal – of heaven or the spirit

ignominious – (used of conduct or character) deserving or bringing disgrace or shame

ignominy – a state of dishonor

impediment – something immaterial that interferes with or delays action or progress

malevolent – having or exerting a malignant influence

nostrum – hypothetical remedy for all ills or diseases

oblivious – (followed by ‘to’ or ‘of’) lacking conscious awareness of

patriarch – title for the heads of the Eastern Orthodox Churches (in 

                   Istanbul and Alexandria and Moscow and Jerusalem)

placid – (of a body of water) free from disturbance by heavy waves

prerogative – a right reserved exclusively by a particular person or 

                        group (especially a hereditary or official right)

profligate – recklessly wasteful

quotidian – found in the ordinary course of events

rescind – cancel officially

sardonic – disdainfully or ironically humorous

tacit – implied by or inferred from actions or statements

terrestrial – of or relating to or inhabiting the land as opposed to the sea or air
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